
Dear Cedar Ridge Elementary School Families:

With the end of the school year quickly upon us, we know 
that you are making plans for your child’s summer 
vacation activities. Like most parents, you are aware 
that while the summer months are a welcome 
opportunity for fun and relaxation, the break from 
school activities often causes students to experience a 
“summer slump”...or loss in reading achievement.

Summer is a wonderful time of year to encourage and 
stimulate the reading habit even though your child is 
out of the classroom and involved in swimming, 
camping, baseball, and other fun activities. Your child’s 
education does not end when school does, and reading is a  

 terrific way to continue the learning process!

Please join us in our Red Hot Rocket Reader Program this summer! We are hoping that this 
sizzling new sensation will help keep your kids burnin’ through books all summer long and 
prepare them for an easy launch in the fall! Here is how it works:

• Post the attached thermometer on the refrigerator, bulletin board, cupboard, etc. in your 
home.

• Color in one section of the thermometer each day after reading for 15 minutes.
• Try to read a little bit every day this summer.

*See the list of ideas for keeping kids reading over the summer on the back!*
• Watch your child’s reading rise to the top as you continue to fill in sections throughout the 

summer! 
• Bring the completed thermometer to Back to School Night in August.
• All Red Hot Rocket Readers who meet this summer’s reading goal will be invited to a sizzling 

celebration when we blast off into the new school year!

We are excited about our summer reading program and hope that your family participates! 
Remember that children need free time in the summer to relax and enjoy the pleasures of 
childhood...so summer reading should be fun! We hope this sparks your child’s interest in 
reading this sumer!

Cedar Ridge Teachers and Staff



     “Sun-sational” 
Summer Reading Tips!
Try these ideas to help your reader keep up a reading routine in a season 
packed with activities. These suggestions will fit into a busy schedule and 
make reading fun!

• Read aloud with your child every day. Make it fun by reading outdoors on the front steps or 
patio, at the beach, or under a shade tree at the park!

• Consider helping your child form a neighborhood book club. Help them choose a favorite series or 
author. Plan to meet several times to have fun discussing the book and sharing a summertime 
snack!

• Read the same books your child is reading and discuss them. This is a wonderful way to practice 
the comprehension strategies your child has been learning about during reader’s workshop.

• Take your child to the public library regularly. Both Bloomington and Normal Public Libraries 
have fantastic summer reading programs that also count for our Red Hot Rocket Reading 
program! Check out suggestions for books on-line at great sites like www.readingrockets.org/
books/summer.

• Buy or check out books on tape. Listen to them in the car as you travel from place to place.

• Subscribe, in your child’s name, to magazines like Sports Illustrated for Kids, Highlights for 
Children, or National Geographic World. These magazines capture the attention of children, 
especially if your child is interested in science or social studies topics.

• Ease disappointment over summer separation from a favorite school friend by encouraging them 
to become pen pals or e-mail buddies. It’s another great way to talk about all of the good books 
they are reading!

• Encourage your child to keep a summer scrapbook. What a fun way to keep souvenirs of 
vacations, ticket stubs, postcards, and photos of all your summer fun! They could also create a 
scrapbook of summer books read with titles, authors, and a short summary of the book on each 
page.
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